Case xxx: 
A green box-shaped object

Time: First days of July, 13.15 (p.m.)
Place: Ludvika, Dalarna (BX45)

This incident was not reported until March 1986, but has a clear reference to the 1946 "ghost rocket wave" over Sweden. Mrs. Barbro Eriksson filled out a questionnaire for UFO-Sweden, where she has a detailed story to tell:

"This incident occured in the summer of 1946. I believe it was one of the first days of July. I had just become 17 years old, had ended school in May and was working for the Hakon Company [a wholesale business] in Ludvika for a couple of months during the summer. I was on my way up to Hammarbacken where there was a grocery store, to fetch coupons from ration cards, which were still in effect shortly after the war. 

"I had cycled past the church and was on my way towards Faluvägen. I was looking straight ahead and suddenly I noticed something in the sky above me. I looked up and saw a large object. I quickly jumped off my bicycle and watched, with great wonder, a large, rectangular, sharply green object that passed over me, somewhat to my right. 








Barbro Eriksson´s sketch of the object (sideview)
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"I remember noticing that there were no grooves or seams. The surface was completely smooth and somewhat convex. The sun reflected on the object, which seemed to be metallic. 

"It flew on a roughly south to north course, passing over "the old Brewery" and I saw it all the time, until it disappeared like a small black dot on the horizon, over the woods between Persbo and Hillbo. I have a very good memory, on the other hand I am not very good at estimating measures, but I don't think I am completely wrong if I state that the true length of the object was about 10 meters and it's height about three meters. First it looked like in figure 1. Later the shape changed because of the new perspective. Over the brewery (some 75 meters away) I saw the back part and then the object seemed to be almost squarish (see figure 2). 








Sketch from the back
2

"The colour was very dark, almost black. The altitude was hard to judge, but according to my estimate it flew just above tree-top height (at the most, double tree-top height). The speed may have been like a propeller-driven airplane. Duration of sighting was about 1 1/2 minute. 

"The sky was completely blue on this day. No clouds, and I can't remember there was any wind to speak of. I can swear that it was a solid object that I saw. That it was metallic I can't say for sure, but I believe so because of the reflections. I felt no physical och psychical effects, except for a great sense of wonder. 
"The absence of sound was what surprised me most. I stood there for quite a while wondering over what I had just seen, before I continued on my bike. 

"I said nothing to my workmates. Only my mother was told the story, as I came home in the evening, and as long as my mother lived (until 1968) I told noone else about what I had seen. I had heard then (in 1946) about the ghost fliers in northern Sweden and knew that people were regarded as crazy, when reporting these phenomena. 

"Two days later I read a small article in Stockholms-Tidningen (inside the paper), that someone in Småland had seen a rectangular green object, going towards NNW, on the same day (and about noon). In that case it was found out that it couldn't be any airplane, helicopter, balloon or meteor, but the phenomenon was called an unidentified flying object. I think it was shortly after 13.00 hours when I left my place of work, but I am sure it was the same object. Both direction and time fit each other.

"While reconstructing the incident at the site yesterday (March 8, 1986) I can state, concerning the relative distance between thumb and forefinger,
that this measure would not cover the object. One part of the object had passed me when I first sighted it, therefore it is difficult to say, exactly... As I, yesterday, checked on the direction I found out that the object must have passed over, or near to, the Gränsgruvan mine. 

"I don't know what I saw, just that it was a rectangular "metallic block" that went through the air without the very slightest sound.”

Notes: UFO-Sweden's investigator Johan Kinneryd (a policeman by profession) wrote: "The richness of detail in this report is striking. In personal contacts with her (the witness) one has a very good impression. I see no reason at all to doubt her information." 

Clas Svahn also contacted Barbro Eriksson for additional information, which were supplied in a letter of Oct 29, 1986. In this she clarified a few points, for instance:

"You and several others have asked if there was any other person in the vicinity, who could have seen the object. No pedestrian, cyclist or motorist passed by during the time of the observation, I would absolutely have noticed that, if that had been the case. On the other hand it is possible that some car or bicycle passed by on the road to Borlänge. The object was dead silent, so I think it was plain luck that I spotted it so soon. If I had looked to the ground, I wouldn't have noticed anything. There was no time to look around to see if there was anyone around. If the object had hovered in the air I would certainly have attempted to contact others."

Anders Liljegren attempted to find the exact date of this sighting by reading through the microfilms of Stockholms-Tidningen for the period June 23 - Sept 23, but found no news story that fitted Barbro Eriksson's description. One similar case, however, occured in early August when a red rectangular object was seen on a south-to-north course over the west coast of Sweden (see case xxx). 

Rectangular bodies have been observed on a number of occations, internationally. For similar cases refer, for instance, to the following sources: Loren Gross: "UFO's a history. 1954: June-August", page 54; CUFOS Associate Newsletter, Sept 1981, page 1, 2 and 5 and CUFOS Associate Newsletter, January 1981, page 2

Status: Unidentified
Sources:UFO-Sweden questionnaire of March 8, 1986. Investigation by Gudrun Andersson and Johan Kinneryd, Väster-bergslagens UFO-förening. Letter from Johan Kinneryd, June 22, 1986. Letter from Barbro Eriksson to Clas Svahn, Oct. 29, 1986. 
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